
Everlasting: Redeemed 
Large Group Talk 3 
 
Objective: Many students have already heard the “what” of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. They could tell you that he died on a cross and rose again three days later. 
They might even be able to explain that Jesus is both God and a human being. But it’s 
easy to lose track of the “why” behind these “whats.” This lesson will help students 
understand the reason Jesus did what he did. It will explore our response to his act of 
love and sacrifice so students will know how they can be saved from sin and death.  
 
Introduction: 
Ask: Why do you think little kids always ask “why” so much? 
 

 
Say Something Like: When it comes to faith, the “why” question is soo important. 
Many people know the “whats” when it comes to Jesus. He was born in a manger, he 
died on a cross, he rose again. But when we stop at “what”— we miss the whole point. 
The power comes from asking, “Why?” And that’s what we’re going to talk about today. 

 
Illustration Option 2: Why? Take a look at this commercial from a few years 
ago featuring an adorable child doing something little kids do constantly. Show 
this clip: (www.ispot.tv/ad/7Vwn/2012-hyundai-sonata-why). The man seems 
annoyed by all of the kid’s “whys.” But we shouldn’t worry about asking that 
question of our heavenly Father. He invites us to ask those questions because 
they’ll lead us closer and closer to him. 

 
 

Say Something Like: Whether you’ve been in church all your life, or this is the first time 
you’ve done anything with Christians, there’s a good chance you’ve heard of Jesus. You 
likely even know that Christians believe he died. Maybe you know that Easter is the 
celebration of Jesus coming back to life. That gets talked about a lot.  

 
But the key for today’s study is going beyond what happened to understand why it 
happened. Because that’s the part that can change everything. Why does someone’s 
death 2,000 years ago make in our lives today? The answer to that can be found the 
book of John. This passage starts with a verse you might have heard over and over 
before, but pay careful attention to how it fits into the larger context of what John says. 
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Read John 3:16–21: 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 
him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only Son. This is the verdict: Light has come into the 
world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were 
evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light 
for fear that their deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth 
comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have 
done has been done in the sight of God.  

 
Say Something Like: There are lots of pieces to this passage, and it can be easy to 
move too quickly through it to a simple “what” conclusion like, “Jesus died for us.” That’s 
true, of course, but John is also interested in telling us about the “why.” Let’s walk 
through three key truths in this passage about the power of why Jesus lived, died, and 
rose again. 
 
Teaching: Redeemed 
1. Why Jesus Came 
 

Illustration: Heroes and Villains. Who is your favorite villain from a superhero 
movie? Some of the most memorable characters of all time are villains. We love 
to see them defeated because every great hero needs a great obstacle to 
overcome. We don’t just want to watch Superman fly around. We want to see 
him save people from Lex Luthor. We don’t want to just see Spider-Man shooting 
webs randomly. We want to see him webbing up Green Goblin. This is true for 
the story of Jesus as well. Jesus is the greatest hero, and he came to defeat a 
terrible villain. 

 
Say Something Like: This passage begins with “For God so loved the world.” You 
learned all about God’s love for us and the rest of his creation in your first Large Group 
lesson. Immediately after those words we hear the reason Jesus came into the world: to 
fix a huge problem, to defeat a great evil. And that’s what your second Large Group 
lesson was about. Human beings are in trouble.  

 
This is because all of us, even the best of us, are sinful. We rebel against God’s rule 
and try to assume command of our own lives. This act of mutiny has a consequence. 
Eventually the horrible effects of sin—broken relationship with God and the suffering 
that goes with it—become permanent. Because of sin, we all die. God gives us life and 
sustains us, and when we turn away from him, we turn toward death and eternal 
separation from God. 

 
Ask: Based on this, what is the great villain Jesus came to defeat?  
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Say Something Like: People alive when Jesus was on earth thought a savior would 
come to save them from an oppressive government. But Jesus actually came to save 
people from themselves. He came to save a dying world—like a sinking ship. He didn’t 
come to reward those who were the most religious. He didn’t come to honor a few 
people who were doing things right (because no one was). He came to rescue those of 
us already living in sin and headed toward death. 

 
That’s the answer to the big “why”: Jesus lived, died, and rose again so we wouldn’t 
perish, because we are all helpless against the power of our own sin. 
 
2. How We Can Be Saved 
 
Say Something Like: John says that while Jesus was the light, men hated the light and 
loved darkness. Jesus wasn’t exactly embraced with open arms. He came to save us 
from sin and death, but we do the same thing Adam and Eve did after the first sin: we 
hide. 
 
Jesus came to save everyone hiding in the dark by shining a light on the sins we’re 
trying to hide. After all, dentists can’t fix cavities if they can’t see them in a dark mouth, 
and our sins can’t be forgiven if we don’t admit they’re there. Jesus offers people a way 
out of the darkness. Sadly, many people won’t admit they need saving. 
 
According to this passage, the way to be saved is simple but not easy: faith. We must 
believe that we are sinful and need to be saved, and that Jesus, the Son of God, is the 
only one who can save us. That’s where it gets hard. Because today many do not think 
they need to be saved. Or they think they can save themselves by doing enough good 
things to balance the bad things they’ve done. 
 
Remember that sin isn’t about breaking a few rules—if that were the case, we’d be okay 
if we just started following the rules again. Sin is about carrying out a mutiny against 
God and replacing him as the Lord of our lives. That mutiny comes with a high cost: 
death. God was upfront about that from the very beginning: “You must not eat from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil [trying to become like God], for when you eat 
from it you will certainly die” (Gen. 2:17). Our only escape from the power of death and 
eternal separation from God was if someone took our punishment for us. And that’s 
exactly what Jesus did by dying on the Cross and rising again. He defeated sin and 
death once and for all. 
 
When we place our faith in Jesus and start following him, we acknowledge that he is the 
rightful Lord of our lives. Then we are adopted back into God’s family. The world is 
dying, but because of fear or doubt or pride, many miss their chance to be rescued. 

 
Illustration: Rising Flood. There was once a faithful Christ-follower who prided 
himself on always putting his faith in God. When the TV show he was watching 
was interrupted by an emergency flood warning, he thought to himself, If there’s 
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any real danger, I trust God to send a miracle to save me. So he stayed in his 
house. 
 
As the rain stared pouring, his neighbors drove up in a car with one last extra 
seat. They said, “Hop in. There’s room for one more.” But he told them, “I have 
faith that God will send a miracle to rescue me.” So they drove away. 
 
The floodwaters rose until the first floor of the man’s house was submerged. Out 
his second-story window, he saw a police officer in a motorboat. The officer said, 
“I’m here to help anyone who hasn’t made it out yet.” But the man replied, “Use 
your time to rescue someone else. I trust that God will save me through a 
miracle.” So the police officer left to find other stranded people. 
 
The water kept rising, and the man was forced up onto his roof. A rescue 
helicopter saw him and dropped a rope ladder for him to climb up. A rescue 
officer climbed down, reached out his hand, and said, “This is your last chance! If 
you don’t come with us, there’s no way to get out alive.” But the man yelled, “No 
thank you! God will save me!” So the helicopter flew away. 
 
Eventually the floodwater swept the man away, and he drowned. Up in heaven, 
the man stood before God and said, “I put all of my faith in you, but you never did 
anything to save me!” But God said, “My son, I sent you a warning, a car, a 
motorboat, and a helicopter. What else were you looking for?” 

 
Say Something Like: That doesn’t have to be you. Today, even right now, all it takes 
are two steps. They are difficult steps, but there are only two!  
 
First, you have to genuinely believe and admit that you need of a savior. Jesus came to 
save sinners from death, and you are one of those sinners. So am I, and so is every 
person who has ever lived. 
 
Next, you have to do the really radical thing and believe in Jesus. Follow him. Trust him. 
Accept that God created you and loves you. Make him Lord of your life. His heart 
breaks because of what sin does in, to, and through you. And that’s why he came into 
the world as a man named Jesus to die so you can live the way you were made to.  
 
 
3. What Changes? 
 
Say Something Like: That covers why Jesus came into the world and how we can be 
saved by truly trusting in Jesus and following him. Now let’s think about how our lives 
change because of this. Jesus is referred to again and again as “the light.”  
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Illustration: The Light. At this point in the talk, have a leader turn off all lights in 
the room. Turn on a bright flashlight and shine it around at the students. Explain 
that there are two things you can do with the flashlight. First, you can shine it 
around and see what’s going on (and get it in people’s eyes a little). Second, you 
can shine it down and see the path forward to move around.  

 
Say Something Like: Jesus is the light in our lives in both of these ways. Like this 
flashlight, Jesus pierces our darkness and reveals what we’d rather keep hidden. And 
when we start following him as the light of our lives, he shows us the path we should 
walk. 
 
That’s just how Jesus works—he is the light and when we get close to Jesus, we don’t 
get to keep things in the dark. As long as we keep those things to ourselves, we can’t 
offer them up to Jesus, who is died for them on the Cross. That’s why he brings 
everything into the so we can give them to him. 
 
He is also a light that shows us a path. Jesus lived a perfect life. And he taught us what 
it means to be fully human. We are at our best when we live the way he taught us. 
Remember that heavy bundle of guilt and shame (from the last Large Group Talk) that 
sin forces into our lives? Jesus takes those things away. 
 
When we let go of our fear and pride and humble ourselves before Jesus by being 
honest about our sin and putting our hope in him, Jesus responds like the men from that 
clip. He forgives us entirely, removes our guilt and shame, and embraces us into his 
family. That’s the power of the overwhelming love of God for his children. 

 
Putting It All Together: 
 
Say Something Like: Maybe you came into this talk already knowing what Jesus did. 
Maybe you already knew that you had a sin problem and needed to believe in Jesus. 
But maybe this was your first time understanding why Jesus did what he did. Either 
way, it all comes down to this: Jesus came into the world to save you, to forgive you, 
and to welcome you back into his family. He gives you the opportunity to reject the false 
idols and lesser things you’ve let take control of your life so he can sit on your life’s 
throne. He offers that salvation to you today, for the first time or the thousandth. He calls 
you simply to believe in him. To trust him. To let him bring light to the darkest places in 
your life.   

 
Today, let Jesus shine in your heart and bring out what needs to be given up to him. Let 
him light the path before you, calling you to live according to his truth. 
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[Speaker note: The following questions will be discussed deeper in the small 
group lesson] 

 
Question 1: Why do you think some people prefer the darkness over the light of Jesus? 
 
Question 2: Think of one thing you’ve kept to yourself instead of giving it over to Jesus. 
How would you feel if that thing were removed from your shoulders and tossed away?  
 
Looking Forward: Let the students know that the next lesson will look at life after we’ve 
started following Jesus. Be sure to give them any instructions they might need to go 
from here. 
 
*LeaderTreks recommends watching all video clips and visiting all websites in this 
lesson before sharing them with students. These links are optional and not required in 
order to lead an effective large group talk. Websites often change, and links may not 
always have the same result. LeaderTreks will do its best to keep them updated and 
fresh; however, in the event that they do not function properly, we cannot retain 
responsibility.  
 
**Any reference within this piece to Internet addresses of websites not under the 
administration of LeaderTreks is not to be taken as an endorsement of these websites 
by LeaderTreks; neither does LeaderTreks vouch for their content.  
 


